March 2, 2011: Rep. Loretta Sanchez Questions Secretary of Navy at House Armed Services Hearing

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Congresswoman Loretta Sanchez (CA-47) received testimony today in
the House Armed Services Subcommittee on Emerging Threats and Capabilities hearing from
Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus and Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Gary Roughead on
the Fiscal Year 2012 National Defense Authorization Request from the Department of the Navy.
Rep. Sanchez, who serves as Ranking Member of the Strategic Forces Subcommittee and is a
strong advocate for expanding the role of women in the U.S. armed forces, questioned
Secretary Mabus on the Navy’s ongoing efforts to integrate women onto submarines by late
2011 or early 2012.

“Last year, the Department of Defense took a commendable step in reversing the ban that
prohibits women from serving on Navy submarines,” said Rep. Sanchez. “To ensure this
change in policy is enacted smoothly, the Navy must move aggressively with plans to modify
living accommodations on attack submarines and to prepare female officers with standard
submarine training. Secretary Mabus assured me such steps have been taken, and | am
happy, though not surprised, to hear this transition has thus far been successful. Male or
female, we need the best possible service members onboard our submarines.”




